
CALL FOR 
ENTRIES
Early Bird Discount Project Entry  
Deadline:March 15, 2024

Final Project Entry
Deadline: May 24, 2024

Submission E-Upload
Deadline: July 10, 2024

PUBLISHED: October 2024

FALL 2024
ARCHITECTURE and
INTERIOR DESIGN 
AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE 

THE PREMIER SOURCE FOR EDUCATION DESIGN INNOVATION AND EXCELLENCE

CELEBRATING THE POWER OF DESIGN
•	Gain National Recognition
•	Elevate the Quality of Design Ideas & Solutions
•	Demonstrate the Strength the Scope of Architecture
•	Celebrate the Value of Exceptional Design

     AWARDS FALL 2024
Grand Prize & Citation of Excellence Awards >100,000 sq. ft. 
Grand Prize & Citation of Excellence Awards <100,000 sq. ft.
Outstanding Project Award  •  Climate Action Honor Award    
Unbuilt Project Honor Award  •  Adaptive Reuse Honor Award
Single Space Under 2,000 sq.ft. Honor Award                   
Historic Preservation Honor Award  Th
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Stantec | The University of Texas at Dallas Sciences Building | Jason Keen Photography

"I’m honored to be asked to 
participate as a juror for the 
awards. I’ve enjoyed seeing the 
past winners in your magazine 
and tracking the best practices 
across the country."

—Carey Upton
 Chief Operations Officer

Santa Monica-Malibu
Unified School District
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Citation of Excellence Awards Honor Awards

 To learn more, see page 56.

 To learn more, see page 143.

HONOR AWARD - CLIMATE ACTION AWARDCOMBINED-LEVEL SCHOOL BALLFIELD ROAD CAMPUSLincoln, MA
EwingCole
Photo: Raj Das Photography

“This project incorporates a lot of great functional features and 
encourages a flexible and dynamic learning environment for 
students’ activities while separating them by age-appropriate set 
ups.”

HONOR AWARD - UNBUILT PROJECTEARLY CHILDHOOD SCHOOL/ELEMENTARY SCHOOLCASA BLANCA NEIGHBORHOOD SCHOOL
Riverside, CA
GO Architects, Inc.
Rendering: Michael Marquez

 “The Village concept is remarkable. Having multiple buildings,  
inviting students and faculty for indoor and outdoor activities 
while separating them by age-appropriate set ups.”

 To learn more, see page 158.

HONOR AWARD - ADAPTIVE REUSECOLLEGE/UNIVERSITY 
ROMNEY HALLBozeman, MT
Cushing Terrell
Photo: ©2022 Karl Neumann Photography

“This project excels at balancing old and new, providing next- 
generation learning spaces while retaining strong historical 
elements of the existing building and the original beautiful 
exterior.”

Honor
Award

2023

L
E

ARN I N G  B Y  DES
I G

N

ADAPTIVE   REUSE  

Honor
Award

2023

L
E

ARN I N G  B Y  DES
I G

N

CLIMATE   ACTION  

Honor
Award

2023

L
E

ARN I N G  B Y  DES
I G

N

UNBUILT   PROJECT  

Honor
Award

2023

L
E

ARN I N G  B Y  DES
I G

N

RENOVATION   

Honor
Award

2023

L
E

ARN I N G  B Y  DES
I G

N

   
   

       
                                                      .....

................. 

 To learn more, see page 138.

HONOR AWARD - RENOVATION AWARDHIGH SCHOOL 
YORK CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT - STEAM FLOORRetsof, NY

CPL Architecture Engineering PlanningPhoto: Tim Wilkes Photography/Timwilkes.com

 “By introducing a small angle in the traditional double-loaded 
corridor two pockets for breakout spaces were created that 
can read together as one or be their own spaces. This was 
beautifully done.”

Enter Learning By Design magazine’s FALL 2024 Educational 

Facilities Design Awards. For 35 years, Learning By Design has 

brought school and university leaders comprehensive compendiums 

of state-of-the art education facility architecture, campus planning, 

and interior design. 

The Learning By Design Awards program elevates and promotes 

well-designed learning spaces and solutions. Projects featured in 

the Learning By Design awards print and digital fall 2024 edition 

will be celebrated for being innovative, unique, and improving the 

quality of life for their community.  

Learning By Design is not a trade publication, but rather a 

sought-after purely design focused knowledge-based and trusted 

resource that education executives value as their armchair guide 

to school and college architecture and design. Allow Learning By 

Design to showcase your best work and set new aspirational 

standards.

Well-Designed Education Facilities Inspire 
Creativity, Learning, to Improve Lives and 
Communities 

Awards of
     Excellence

Indian Creek Local High School, Wintersville, OH
Photo: Todd Biss Productions

F A L L  2 0 2 3

THE PREMIER SOURCE FOR EDUCATION DESIGN INNOVATION AND EXCELLENCE
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 To learn more, see page 60.

Grand Prize Award

GRAND PRIZE - UNDER 100,000 SQ. FT.

EARLY CHILDHOOD SCHOOL/ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

DR. JOHN OCHSNER DISCOVERY HEALTH 

SCIENCES ACADEMY AT THE JOHN 

MARTYN CAMPUS

Jefferson, LA

Grace Hebert Curtis Architects, LLC

Photos: Mark Bienvenu

Jury comments: 

“The school teaches health and wellness naturally through its 

design. The topography and features of outdoor learning and 

play areas create an engaging learning experience that promotes 

learning through movement.” 

“The integration of large window seats is a great addition to the 

classroom that bring a cozy, homey element into the learning 

environment.” 

“The integration of large 

window seats is a great 

addition to the classroom 

that bring a cozy, homey 

element into the learning 

environment.”

L
E

A
R

N IN
G  B Y  D ES I G

N

2023

2023
Citation of

Excellence

Grand
Prize

Honor
Award

2023

OUTSTAN
DING

PROJECT
2023

Outstanding

Project

L
E

A
R

N IN
G  B Y  D E S I G

N

L
E

A
R

N
IN

G  B Y  D E S I G

N

L
E

A
R

N IN
G  B Y  D E S I G

N

   
   

    
      

        
              

                             ......................



   
   

    
      

        
              

                             ......................



   
   

    
      

        
              

                             ......................



   
   

    
      

        
              

                             ......................


L E A R N I N G  B Y  D E S I G N  FA L L  2 0 2 3  |  WWW.LEARNINGBYDESIGNMAGAZINE.COM •  51

 To learn more, see page 150.

CITATION OF EXCELLENCE - UNDER 100,000 SQ. FT.

EARLY CHILDHOOD SCHOOL/ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

FORT BEND ISD LAKEVIEW 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Sugar Land, TX

Kirksey Architecture

Photo: ©2023 Slyworks Photography

Jury comments:

“The collaboration spaces in each grade level 

are stimulating, flexible, and functional, and the 

repurposing of historical elements of the old building 

was innovative.” 

“Elegant courtyard design with a good separation of 

community functions from the classroom wing.”

CITATION OF EXCELLENCE - UNDER 100,000 SQ. FT

CAREER TECHNICAL EDUCATION FACILITIES 

PROGRAM

HOBBS CAREER & TECHNICAL 

EDUCATION (CTECH) CENTER

Hobbs, NM

Stantec

Photo: ©Jason Keen

Jury comment:

“The overall modern design aesthetic pairs well 

with the industrial pathways within the building, 

Color is thoughtfully used to highlight circulation 

and bring interest into the core learning spaces. 

The programming and space plans clearly integrate 

modern learning approaches and utilize the exterior 

to extend the learning spaces.”

 To learn more, see page 64.

Citation of Excellence Awards

L
E

A
R

N IN
G  B Y  D ES I G

N

2023

2023
Citation of

Excellence

Grand
Prize

Honor
Award

2023

OUTSTAN
DING

PROJECT
2023

Outstanding

Project

L
E

A
R

N IN
G  B Y  D E S I G

N

L
E

A
R

N
IN

G  B Y  D E S I G
N

L
E

A
R

N IN
G  B Y  D E S I G

N

   
   

    
      

        
              

                             ......................



   
   

    
      

        
              

                             ......................



   
   

    
      

        
              

                             ......................



   
   

    
      

        
              

                             ......................



www.learningbydesignmagazine.com



 

Eligible Settings: Projects of any size may be built new construction, rehabilitation, or unbuilt. 
Including private or public pre-K, elementary, middle schools, combined-level schools, high schools, 
Career technical education facilities, 2-4 yr. colleges and universities, libraries, community centers,  
outdoor environments.

For built projects, construction must have been completed within four years before the final submission 
deadline (November 2023). For the unbuilt, projects must have an active client, completion is scheduled 
within 2 years after the final submission deadline, portions of the project are under implementation, 
however the entire project need not be completed. To qualify as a Renovation, at least 51% of total 
space must be renovation.

Example Categories: Auditoriums/Music Rooms, Athletic Facility, Art And Design Schools, Cafeteria/
Dining Hall, Career Technical Education Centers, Classrooms, Commons, Community Center, 
Combined-Level School, Dorm/Residence Hall, Early Childhood Center, Clinic, Elementary School, 
Entire Building, E-Sports Facilities, Exhibition Space, High School, Historic Preservation, Library/Media 
Center, Maker Space, Modular Building, Muti-Use Building, Outdoor Spaces/Playgrounds/Classrooms, 
Performing Arts Centers, Postsecondary School, Science Center, School Prototype, Single Spaces, 
Special Needs/Sensory Spaces, Sport/Fitness Facilities, STEM/STEAM, Student Union, Other.

Enter today at: https://bydesign.secure-platform.com/a

Enter Your Work for Consideration for a Design Award 
Open to: Architecture, Planning and Interior Design Firms, Education Institutions, Construction 
Companies, Landscape Architects, Manufacturers, and Facility Design Consultants

Murray-Massenburg Elementary School | EVOKE Studio | Architecture | EVOKE Studio                                 

  Awards Types

• 	Grand Prize and Citation of 
Merit Award Entire Environment              
>100,000 sq. ft.

• 	Grand Prize and Citation of 
Merit Award Entire Environment              
<100,000 sq. ft

• 	Climate Action Honor Award

• 	Unbuilt Project Honor Award

• 	Adaptive Reuse Award

• 	Renovation, Historic Preservation 
Honor Award

• 	Single Space <2000 sq. ft. Honor 
Award

• 	Outstanding Project Award



Early Bird Discount Project Entry 
Deadline: March 15, 2024

Final Project Entry 
Deadline: May 24, 2024

Submission E-Upload 
Deadline: July 10, 2024

Awards Judging
The Learning By Design awards are a peer 
juried program. A pool of 4–6 architects,
designers, and education professionals are 
drawn by recommendation of the Association  
for Learning Environments (A4LE), the 
Association for University Interior Designers 
(AUID), and by Learning By Design.

Judging Criteria 
All projects will be judged and scored based 
on the level the submission meets the following 
criteria.

• Design Challenges, Innovation and Solutions
• Functional Design/Effective Space Planning
• Sustainability and Social Impact
• Next Generation Learning
• Interior Architecture/Design
• Community Needs
• Judging Components

From the highest scoring projects the jury will 
bestow Grand Prize, Citation of Excellence, and 
Honor Awards drawn from the seven Award 
Types. All other projects deemed worthy of emu-
lation and of contemporary standard will receive 
an Outstanding Project Award. Personalized 
commemorative certificates will be given to all 
award recipients.  

    Knauss Center for Business Education | Delawie | Corey Gaf Photography	
                                 



 

Unbeatable Exposure for Your Firm, Client 
and School!
All featured projects receive maximum national exposure before 
50,000 education decision makers, PLUS FREE marketing 
enhancements:

•	 All projects are posted on Learningbydesignmagazine.com

•	 Every project receives for the school a custom award 
certificate that is double matt mounted and encased in a 
14"x18" solid wood frame.

•	 A second award certificate is provided for the firm’s office. 

•	 All projects may provide a free video for gallery viewing at 
Learningbydesignmagazine.com, plus links to the firm’s 
social media sites. 

•	 Five (5) extra copies of Learning By Design.

•	 Top Award Winners 6-month LBD Website Scrolling Banner

•	 All Projects Featured in the Learning By Design Online 
Project Gallery 24/7/365 days of the year.

•	 Copies distributed to attendees of the 2024 A4LE 
LearningScapes Conference (Portland, OR), the AUID 
Convention, and EDSpaces (Houston, TX)

Circulation By Title

15%

Public PK-12 School District 
(with 1,000+ enrollment) 
Superintendents; Public School 
Board Presidents; CEO’s; 
Facilities, Construction, Building 
and Grounds Directors (25,724)

Education Studio AEC 
(Architectural/Engineering/
Construction) and Interior 
Design Firms  Architects, 
Interior Designers, Planners 
(14,086)

College/University/
Community College
Campus Architects, Planners, 
Interior Designers, Facilities 
Managers, Deans, Directors, 
Presidents, Chancellors, 
Business Officers (6,583) 

Other – Consultants, Dealers, 
and FF&E professionals (2.904)

Private/Charter School/   
Voc-ED School 
Superintendents/Heads of 
Schools (782)

The circulation of 
Learning By Design is 
specifically focused 
to develop business 
for architecture and 
design firms.

Learning By Design Reaches Your Market

ENTER BY 
MARCH 15TH 
AND SAVE 

$300

Readers Share Each 
Issue With An Average 
Of 3 Additional 
Decision-Makers—
Giving Learning By 
Design An Expanded 
Reach Of More Than 
200,000!

51%

28%

13%

6%

2%



How to Enter
1.	 Go online to: https://bydesign.secure-platform.com/a and create 

an account. If you are a previous Learning By Design participant, 
use your existing login details.

2.	 Once logged in, complete an Entry Form for your first project. If 
you are entering multiple projects, continue to add project registra-
tions until all projects have been saved.

3.	 Finalize your Entry by making a credit card payment in the 
“Shopping Cart” or you may request an invoice.

4.	 Once your project(s) entry is finalized you will receive a confirma-
tion of your order by email plus detailed next-step instructions for 
accessing and completing your project(s) Submission Form.

5.	 All Project(s) Submission Form(s) are due: July 10, 2024.

6.	 Project awards notification will occur in early August 2024, followed 
by receipt of a designed project publication proof page(s) for your 
approval. The fall 2024 edition of Learning By Design will mail in 
October 2024.

Enter today at: https://bydesign.secure-platform.com/a

Submission Form Requirements
For the jury:

•	Set of project sq. ft. size, cost, 
site, and demographic data 
points, plus a list of five design 
team members/partners and key 
firm/project contacts.

•	A combination of 5 site/floor 
plans with explanatory captions.

  
•	16 photographs or renderings for unbuilt projects with              

explanatory captions. 
 
•	One brief firm agnostic project overview detailing specific aspects 

of the scope-of-work, how the project related to the six core 
Learning By Design Judging Criteria, what were the clients’ goals 
and were they met, the design challenges faced and overcome, 
and was the outcome achieved.

In addition, for publication:

One general public project overview plus a set number of high-      
resolution photos corresponding in word count and image quantity   
to the project’s entry fee publication page layout size. 

ENTER BY 
MARCH 15TH 
AND SAVE 

$300

Review Process
All projects will be submitted anonymously; project jury files or text  
containing firm name or contact information will not be seen by the jury.



Project Page Layout 
When you reserve your project entry you will 
choose the number of pages you ultimately 
want devoted to your project when published in 
Learning By Design. 

More pages allow for more descriptive text, 
plus more space to publish additional or larger 
photographs which equates to greater expo-
sure and storytelling.

1 Page: 3 photos/200 words • 2 Pages: 4-6 photos/400 words • 3 Pages: 5-7 photos/600 words

Publication Entry Fees
All entries must be prepaid. Entry fees help 
cover judging expenses, production, and print 
and digital distribution. Per page discounts 
apply to multiple pages for one project, or 
when entering multiple projects. Submit reser-
vations before the Early Bird March 15, 2024 
deadline and receive the lowest rates. 

The Learning By Design Awards projects are not just beautiful, but showcase the latest concepts in   
forward-thinking education design and practice and tell how teams collaborated to achieve excellence.

Each issue of Learning By Design reaches the members of The Association For Learning Environments 
(A4LE); The American Institute of Architects Committee on Architecture for Education (AIA-CAE); The 
Association for University Interior Designers (AUID); and district capital expenditure professionals as 
tracked by School Bond Finder. 

Questions? Contact Mark Goodman: mark@learningbydesignmagazine.com | P: 216.896.9333

Enter today at https://bydesign.secure-platform.com/a
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Since its original opening in 1918, Fort Bend 

ISD’s Lakeview Elementary School campus 

has grown alongside the City of Sugar Land, 

having been added to and altered in nearly 

every decade of the 20th century. After a 2018 

Bond allocated funds to the district to replace 

the 100-year-old campus, the new school 

maintains its history and traditions while 

implementing innovative design concepts that 

inspire future generations of learners. Views of 

nature, opportunities for movement, outdoor 

learning spaces, and inclusive design features 

reflect the goal of the project, activated 

learning and play.

E A R L Y  C H I L D H O O D  S C H O O L / E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  | 

N E W  C O N S T R U C T I O N  |  E N T I R E  B U I L D I N G   

Fort Bend ISD Lakeview Elementary School 

Sugar Land, TX

Kirksey Architecture

6909 Portwest Drive

Houston, TX 77024

kirksey.com

Nicola Springer, AIA, LEED AP, NCARB, EVP, Director of 

PreK-12 Projects

713/850-9600

DESIGN TEAM

Matrix Structural Engineers, Structural Engineer

Duplantis Design Group, Civil Engineer

CMTA Consulting Engineers, MEP Engineer

Satterfield & Pontikes Construction, General Contractor

OWNER/CLIENT

Fort Bend Independent School District

Missouri City, TX

Carolina Fuzetti, Executive Director of Design and 

Construction

KEY STATS

Grades Served: K–5

Gross Area of Bldg./Space: 92,302 gsf

Square Foot Cost: $275

Project Cost: $25,400,000

Sustainability Rating Status: LEED Silver

Occupation Date: 3/18/2022

PHOTOGRAPHY: ©2023 SKYWORKS PHOTOGRAPHY

Throughout the project’s design, the Kirksey 

team focused on making sure the diversity 

of the community was expressed, ensuring 

the important aspects of the school’s history 

were celebrated, and creating a school that is 

innovative and inspires the students. The gym 

and natatorium space were seen as important 

elements to be preserved. The wood gym floor 

was repurposed in the new elementary gym, 

the bleachers were repurposed as a social 

stair and wood trim around the windows in the 

cafeteria and library, and the natatorium was 

removed to provide more street frontage. The 

pool deck remains and was converted into a 

neighborhood plaza.

Wellness is intrinsic with the integration 

of interior and outdoor learning spaces. 

Collaboration zones open into covered 

porches, outdoor classrooms, and a courtyard 

space. A covered canopy at the cafeteria 

allows for outside dining and the raised deck 

that protects the roots of the heritage trees 

is used for learning, performance, and play. 

The central-seating amphitheater mitigates 
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E A R L Y  C H I L D H O O D  S C H O O L / E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  | 
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Dr. John Ochsner Discovery Health Sciences Academy at the      

John Martyn Campus

Jefferson, LA

Grace Hebert Curtis Architects, LLC

501 Government Street, Suite 200 

Baton Rouge, LA 70802

https://ghc-arch.com/

David Hebert, AIA, NCARB, ALEP, LEED AP, Partner, K–12 

Practice Leader

225/338-5569

OWNER/CLIENT

Discovery Schools

Kenner, LA

Dr. Patty Glaser, CEO/Head of Schools

KEY STATS

Grades Served: PreK–8

Capacity of Students/Occupants: 800

Size of Site: 4.2 acres

Gross Area of Bldg./Space: 90,000 gsf

Space per Student: 112.5 sq. ft.

Cost per Student: $29,250

Square Foot Cost: $260

Project Cost: $23,400,000

Occupation Date: 7/1/2021

PHOTOGRAPHY: MARK BIENVENU

Dr. John Ochsner Discovery Health Sciences 

Academy is designed to support innovation and 

community development through its provision 

of 21st Century Learning Environments.

Meeting the demand for enhanced STEM 

(Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) 

education in Louisiana, the academy proudly 

offers five distinct learning communities, each 

characterized by unique colors that create a 

neighborhood-like identity across the grade 

levels. By organizing classrooms according 

to grade level within these communities, the 

academy actively promotes collaboration 

among students throughout the school day.

The academy’s state-of-the-art building is 

designed to amplify its mission and provide 

a conducive environment for a rigorous 

curriculum. Students are encouraged to excel 

academically, cultivate intellectual curiosity, 

and practice environmental responsibility 

symbolizing science and active learning. The 

central courtyard, with its floor-to-ceiling 

transparency, proudly displays the interior’s 

emphasis on science and active learning.

Inside the school, the environment 

continues to stimulate and inspire. Each 

learning community and collaborative space 

is distinguished by large wall graphics and 

progressively more complex shapes, subtly 

indicating academic progression.

Outdoor spaces include a secure courtyard, 

enclosed by the U-shaped building. A 

drainage swale, resembling the heart, 

symbolizes the school’s arterial function by 

removing water from the site. This interactive 

feature provides students with a natural 

representation of the vital organ. Additionally, 

an onsite garden supplies produce for the 

teaching kitchen, which serves as a practical 

learning space.

while exploring health and science.

Named after Dr. John Ochsner, a renowned 

cardiologist and son of Ochsner Health 

founder Dr. Alton Ochsner, the school 

represents a partnership between the 

Ochsner Health system and Discovery Health 

Sciences Academy, building on their shared 

commitment to education and the future of 

Louisiana. Serving approximately 800 students 

from PreK through eighth grade, this charter 

school embodies their vision.

Inspired by the concept of the building 

blocks of life, the design of the health- and 

science-focused school is evident in its 

façade. The exterior features a linear “block” 

design, showcasing different textures 

and materials that blend harmoniously. 

Playful and engaging, the contemporary 

finishes seamlessly integrate the school 

into the residential neighborhood while 
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Total Number of Pages
Early Bird Rate 

Deadline: 
March 15, 2024

Regular Rate
Deadline: 

May 24, 2024

1 Page $1,995 $2,295

2 Pages $1,920/page ($3,840 total) $2,135/page ($4,270 total)

3 Pages $1,870/page ($5,610 total) $1,995/page ($5,985 total)
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E A R L Y  C H I L D H O O D  S C H O O L / E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  | 

N E W  C O N S T R U C T I O N  |  O T H E R  L E A R N I N G  N E I G H B O R H O O D

Templeton Elementary School 
Tigard, OR

Arcadis
830 NE Holladay St. 
Portland, OR 97232
arcadis-edpnw.com
Jonathan Steel Director, ARB, RIBA, Director
503/226-6950

DESIGN TEAM
Rebecca Grant, Principal-in-Charge
Rebecca Stuecker, Project Designer
Mat Braun, Project Architect
Marta Lilly, Interior Designer

OWNER/CLIENT
Tigard-Tualatin School District
Tigard, OR
Ernie Brown, Former Superintendent

KEY STATS
Grades Served: K–5
Capacity of Students/Occupants: 600
Size of Site: 11.73 acres
Gross Area of Bldg./Space: 75,220 gsf
Space per Student: 125 sq. ft.
Cost per Student: $47,833
Square Foot Cost: $381
Project Cost: $28,700,000
Occupation Date: 8/30/2019

PHOTOGRAPHY: JOSH PARTEE

In 2016, Arcadis was hired by Tigard-
Tualatin School District to design a 
replacement 600-student elementary school for 
a well-established learning community. Arcadis 
led a planning process that engaged with 
students, staff, parents, and district leaders to 
develop a Vision for the new school:
• Empower students by providing spaces for 

differentiated self-directed, and hands-on 
learning.

• Support changing program needs by 
providing flexible, adaptable spaces.

• Increases access to the natural world.
• Creates a safe and welcoming environment 

for all.

Using a collaborative design process, 
Arcadis developed a final plan to meet the 
Vision of this community:
• Responding to the needs of each learner, 

classroom neighborhoods were designed 
as a sequence of student experiences: 
from individual to group ownership, and 
from less to more autonomy. Individual 
spaces include classroom window nooks 

with nature views, and ‘porches’ outside 
each classroom that fit 1–4 people, 
providing some autonomy yet maintaining 
visibility. Classrooms can accommodate 
large group instruction as well as smaller 
group activities. Small group zones in the 
extended learning area are shared by all 
classrooms in the neighborhood and feel 
more publicly owned.

• Flexible furniture supports a variety of 
activities and is organized around built-in 
anchors like markerboards, display walls, 
and window desks. Interior windows 
provide transparency, implied supervision, 
activation, and view corridors to the 
outside world and the rest of the school, 
increasing students’ awareness of their 
place within the larger community.

The school provides unique ways for 
students to experience the classrooms from 
the inside out and outside in. Exterior learning 
gardens, play areas, and gathering zones 
are nestled by the structure, and views to 
and through the building are created through 
alignment of interior and exterior windows.

The structure steps down a gently sloping 
site, each transition created through a series 
of ramps rather than stairs, and direct access 
to the outdoors achievable at every level 
change. The scale is broken down to suit 
younger children or children in wheelchairs 
and create places for small moments of 
delight and discovery. Layers of security 
are developed to meet the requirements of 
modern schools without compromising the 
transparency needed for collaborative, daylit 

environments. The restroom experience is 
identical for all students regardless of gender 
identity and broken into smaller groupings 
within each learning neighborhood.

Through a series of post-occupancy 
assessments and observations, the school has 
proven to be a high-performing environment 
for this community of learners.
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Chapel Hill High School 
Chapel Hill, NC

Moseley Architects
9217 Seawell School Road
Chapel Hill, NC 27516
moseleyarchitects.com
Ashley Dennis, AIA, Vice President
919/840-0091

DESIGN TEAM
Barnhill Contracting Company, Construction Manager at Risk
Timmons Group, Civil Engineering and Landscape Architects
Lynch Mykins, Structural Engineering
Progressive Design Collaborative, Mechanical, Electrical, 

Plumbing, and Fire Protection Engineering

OWNER/CLIENT
Chapel Hill-Carrboro City Schools
Chapel Hill, NC
Dr. Nyah Hamlett, Superintendent

KEY STATS
Grades Served: 9–12
Capacity of Students/Occupants: 1,625
Gross Area of Bldg./Space: 270,000 gsf (150,000 SF New; 

120,000 SF Renovated)
Space per Student: 166 sq. ft.
Cost per Student: $41,654
Project Cost: $67,687,547
Occupation Date: 12/20/2020

PHOTOGRAPHY: 2021-TIM BUCHMAN PHOTOGRAPHY; 2023-PETER BRENTLINGER

The modernization of this school system’s oldest 
operating high school required a balance between 
honoring an existing community’s rich history and 
providing a state-of-the-art learning environment for 
generations to come. This expansion and addition 
project increased student capacity, eliminated 12 
mobile units, improved security, and provided a 
future-focused redesign to support 21st century 
learning. 

The redesign essentially rotated the facility, 
establishing a new main entrance at what had been 
the back of the school. With this, the school’s main 
entrance now faces and connects to neighboring 
middle school and elementary school campuses. 

The modernization also called for the demolition 
of two original buildings, as well as construction of 
two new connector buildings between the remaining 
two structures. Converting the open campus to a 
closed campus improved security and created a 
secure courtyard for outdoor learning and social 
opportunities. 

Inside, core curricular departments remain 
centralized, with classrooms clustered around 
extended learning labs that provide breakout spaces 
for collaborative learning. Career technical education 
(CTE) spaces are dispersed throughout to allow 
improved opportunities for project-based learning. 

Overall, this project comprised a reversal of 
the school’s original open campus and low-
ceilinged buildings to a spacious, dynamic building 
configured on a more secure campus.

2021-Tim Buchman Photography

 2023-Peter Brentlinger

 2023-Peter Brentlinger
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In partnership with:

Designquest Media LLC.
30559 Pinetree Rd., Ste. 210
Cleveland, OH 44124
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